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Mission 

 
To improve the personal, social and academic growth of every student over time. 

 
The Superintendent’s Bulletin will be posted on the third Friday of each month and is available on our website. The 
purpose of this bulletin is to provide relevant information pertaining to each of our school districts across the SAU. 
Please read the bulletin and use it to remain updated on district news. 
 
 
CHANGES TO RE-ENTRY PLANS (CDC / TRAVEL) 

During February, our local school boards made changes to the schools’ re-entry plans to conform with changes 
made by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), relative to travel outside of New England.  A link to the CDC 
update is provided at the end of this section.  The following is excerpted from the district’s plan: 

Greenland School District 

If families elect to travel outside of NE, the quarantine period after returning from travel is part of the time 
away.  Please refer to policy JH regarding dissemination of work. 

Newington School District 

Traveled outside of New England:  10 days quarantine from last day of travel.  A person has the option of ending 
quarantine after day 7 with a negative SARS-CoV-2 test of day 6-7 of quarantine (must be a molecular test to 
detect active infection, such as a PCR-based test). *Students do not need to quarantine if they have a parent who 
travels outside of New England for work.   

The following people do NOT need to quarantine after an unprotected exposure to a person with COVID-19 OR 
after travel outside of New England 1) a person who is 14 days beyond the second dose of their COVID-19 
vaccine 2) a person who is within 90 days of a prior SARS C0V-2 infection diagnosed by PCR or antigen testing.  

New Castle School District 

Staff and Students need to self-quarantine for 10 days following the last date of any high-risk travel, which 
includes travel internationally (including to/from Canada); on a cruise ship; or domestically outside of the New 
England states of Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, or Rhode Island for nonessential purposes.  

People meeting the criteria for high-risk travel have the option of ending their quarantine after day 7 by getting a 
test on day 6-7 of their quarantine to test for active SARS-CoV-2 infection (SARS-CoV-2 is the novel coronavirus 
that causes COVID-19); this test must be a molecular test (e.g., PCR-based test); antigen tests are not accepted 
for this purpose. If the test is obtained on day 6-7 of quarantine, the person is asymptomatic, and the test is 
negative, then the person can end their quarantine after 7 days, but they must still self-observe for symptoms of 
COVID-19 and strictly adhere to COVID-19 mitigation measures (social distancing, avoiding social and group 
gatherings, wearing a face mask when around other people, practicing frequent hand hygiene, etc.). Any new 
symptoms of COVID-19 should prompt the person to isolate and seek testing again (even if the person recently 

http://www.sau50.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124221/File/Policies/Section%20J/JH%20-%20Attendance,%20Absenteeism%20and%20Truancy%20(Greenland,%20Newington,%20New%20Castle).pdf


tested out of quarantine). This 7-day quarantine “test out” option ONLY applies to travel-related quarantine (not 
quarantine due to a high-risk close contact exposure to a person with COVID-19). 

Rye School District 

Self-Quarantine for 10 days from the last day of travel (unless travel was deemed “essential travel,” is fully 
vaccinated and at least 14 days have passed since receiving the second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, or person 
previously tested positive for active COVID-19 in the prior 90 days).  Person has the option of ending quarantine 
after day 7 with a negative SARS-CoV-2 test on day 6-7 of quarantine (must be a molecular test to detect active 
infection, such as a PCR-based test. 

CDC New Hampshire COVID-19 Travel Guidance 

 

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES  

School Board seats are open when voters go to the polls next month in Greenland and Newington.  Voting will 
take place on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at Greenland Central School and Newington Town Hall.  Registered voters 
will be asked to choose among the following candidates for a three-year term, unless otherwise noted. 

Greenland (2 seats available)  John Balboni, Adam Botrill, Scott Hopps  

Newington (1 seat available)  Chris Russo 

The New Castle Town Election is scheduled for May 11, 2021.  The Town of Rye has scheduled its election on 
Tuesday, July 13, 2021. 

I would like to thank school board members who have completed their terms in office and decided not to run for 
re-election.  On behalf of the entire SAU 50, special thanks go to Randy Bunnell in Greenland for his many 
contributions as a school board member, devoting countless hours serving the Greenland community. 

 

ACADEMIC CALENDARS 

The Administration presented draft academic calendars for the 2021-2022 school year at the February school 
board meetings.  The draft calendars have been vetted by members of the school staff and will be presented for 
final reading and adoption at the March school board meetings.  I encourage parents to attend the March school 
board meeting and provide input during the Public Comment section of the agenda.  Links to the district calendars 
are below.  

Greenland  

Newington 

New Castle  

Rye 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE / HB 20 

The New Hampshire Legislature continued to hear testimony on several bills during the past two weeks. A second 
day of testimony was scheduled on February 11th for HB 20, a bill establishing an education freedom account 
program, which would allow families to receive between $3,700 and $8,400 per student in taxpayer-funded 
accounts or vouchers.  Those funds could then be used to pay for private school tuition, homeschooling expenses, 
transportation, and other education-related costs.  During the nearly full day of testimony, 180 people registered 
and testified on this important bill.  In addition, final registered position numbers included 1,102 in support and 

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/covid19/documents/travel-guidance.pdf
http://sau50.ss13.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124221/File/School%20Calendars/Draft%202021-2022/DRAFT_%202021-22%20School%20Calendar.pdf
http://sau50.ss13.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124221/File/School%20Calendars/Draft%202021-2022/Newington%202021-2022%20DRAFT%20Calendar.pdf
http://sau50.ss13.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124221/File/School%20Calendars/Draft%202021-2022/New%20Castle%20%202021-2022%20DRAFT%20CALENDAR.pdf
http://sau50.ss13.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124221/File/School%20Calendars/Draft%202021-2022/New%20Castle%20%202021-2022%20DRAFT%20CALENDAR.pdf
http://sau50.ss13.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124221/File/School%20Calendars/Draft%202021-2022/RYE%202021-2022%20DRAFT%20Calendar.pdf


5,218 in opposition to the bill.  The New Hampshire School Administrators Association and the New Hampshire 
School Boards Association have strongly opposed HB 20. 

On February 18th, the House Education Committee voted unanimously to retain HB 20, meaning it will remain in 
the House Committee to which it was referred for further work.   

 

SNHU GRADUATE PROGRAM  

Paul Ezen, Executive Director of Advanced Studies at Southern New Hampshire University has reached out to 
Seacoast Superintendents to discuss the possibility of starting a new graduate level cohort beginning in late 
summer / early fall 2021.  More information will become available the beginning of March. 

 

Getting Students to Turn On Their Cameras 
In this Edutopia article, Youki Terada reports that at the beginning of the pandemic, some K-12 and college 
instructors had an “optional but encouraged” policy with cameras during synchronous instruction. There were 
concerns that students might be anxious, even traumatized, if they were embarrassed about the appearance of their 
homes or couldn’t find a private space for remote classes.  

But teachers who have found themselves talking to a grid of blank screens are having second thoughts as they 
struggle to engage students and check for understanding. “Instructors benefit from receiving nonverbal cues from 
their students, such as smiles, frowns, head nods, looks of confusion, and looks of boredom,” say Frank Castelli 
and Mark Sarvary of Cornell University, “so that they can evaluate their teaching in real time and adjust 
accordingly to improve student learning.” For students, they say, being able to see and hear classmates is 
important to building trust, rapport, and a sense of community. 

Castelli and Sarvary surveyed  hundreds of students and were surprised by what students said about having 
cameras off: 

- 41 percent said they were concerned about messy hair, pajamas, being unshowered. 

- 17 percent were extremely self-conscious about having other eyes on them. 

- Students of color were 12 percent more likely to cite a weak Internet connection. 

- 10 percent didn’t turn on their cameras because that’s what everyone was doing. 

Allowing cameras to be off can create an unspoken expectation, say Castelli and Sarvary: “If you don’t explicitly 
ask for the cameras and explain why, that can lead to a social norm where the camera is always off [creating] a 
spiral of everyone keeping it off, even though many students want it on.” 

Castelli and Sarvary recommend including a cameras-on policy in the syllabus and stating it on the first day of 
class, creating a reason for students to make themselves and their background presentable. Terada shares ideas 
from instructors: 

 • “Focus on trust, both teacher to student and student to student,” says Boston teacher Byron Loya. “Students 
who know they are safe and cared for by their community will be more comfortable having their cameras on.” 
Make it an issue of community versus compliance. 

•  Use icebreakers and games like Pictionary and charades to help ease students in by taking the focus off them 
as individuals. 

 • Survey students so they can identify barriers that are preventing them from turning on their cameras, and treat 
issues as problems to be solved. Remind students that they can use a virtual background if they’re self-conscious 
about their homes.  



 •  Privately encourage students with social capital in the class to use their cameras, creating peer momentum.  

 •  Enable the waiting room and greet students one by one as they enter a virtual class, and use Zoom’s “Ask to 
Start Video” feature to invite students to turn their cameras on.  

 •  For students who are reluctant to give a live presentation, offer the option of submitting a prerecorded video.  

 •  For students who ask for a camera waiver, hold camera-optional Socratic seminars, with students in the outer 
circle providing feedback via the Chat function.  

 •  Model mistakes on camera and be authentic, letting students know it’s okay to be themselves. “Don’t worry 
about sounding rehearsed or making your space look Instagram-perfect,” says Vermont educator Shevrin Venet. 
“Embrace the fun and silly moments when pets and family members make guest appearances. Create an 
environment where students recognize that turning cameras on means laughter, making silly faces at friends, 
and being seen for who they are.”  

Reference: “The Camera On, Camera Off  Dilemma,” Youki Terada in Edutopia, February 5, 2021 

Reference: “Getting Students to Turn On Their Cameras,” by Kim Marshall. Marshall Memo,  
February 2021 (Vol. 874, pp 7-8) 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

03/01/21          New Castle School Board Meeting at 5:00 p.m. Remote 
03/09/21          Election Day for Greenland (Visit Town Website for Voting Times) 
03/09/21          Newington School Board Meeting at 4:00 p.m. Remote 
03/09/21 New Castle Annual District Meeting at Maude H. Trefethen School, 7:00 p.m. 
03/13/21          Newington Annual District Meeting at Newington Town Hall, 10:00 a.m.                                                  
03/15/21 Greenland School Board Meeting at 6:00 p.m. Remote 
03/17/21          Rye School Board Meeting at 5:00 p.m. Remote 
03/24/21          SAU 50 Joint School Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m. Remote 
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